
 

Monday 23 May, 2011 

Fr. Simon Faddoul,Caritas Lebanon 
Dear colleagues and friends,  

I am so happy to be given the opportunity to address you as I participate for the first time in the 
general assembly in my capacity as president of Caritas Lebanon. I believe the privilege of 
being together and work on bettering our charitable and human development action will 
strengthen our commitment to serve our Mother Church, represented in the poorest of the poor 
we strive to serve in the loving heart of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

As we reflect on this passage of the Gospel of John, we can’t but stop at the interest Jesus 
gives to His commands as He ties them to His love in a cause and effect equation. Had what He 
says been “Obey Me, and you will love Me”, it would have sounded too hierarchical and 
static, it would have even inspired dry Christianity with no warmth or joy. But when Jesus says: 
“if anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching”, He focuses on the result of keeping the 
commandments which is overwhelming: “he will be loved by my Father and I too will love 
him and show myself to him.” Hence, the secret of all proper behavior in the Christian 
experience is love manifested in obedience, surely not a submissive obedience, but rather a 
very dynamic and free one translated into actions that speak much louder than words. An 
obedience similar to the “I am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word” 
(Lc 1/38) pronounced by Mary the “Mother of the Incarnated Love”. 

If it takes love to obey, what produces love? What makes one love the Lord? If we are tempted 
to disobey, what is it that will turn us around and make us obey? It is love. How do we produce 
love? What will make us love Him? It is that basic secret of our identity as sons and daughters 
of the Father that creates love; it is the Spirit in us, releasing to us the love of Jesus that 
awakens love from us in return. 

As John in his first letter puts it: “We love because he first loved us” (1 John 4:19); and His 
love was unconditional and complete. What produces love could be also understood in what 
Paul says in Romans 5 when he writes: “God has poured out his love into our hearts by the 
Holy Spirit, whom he has given us” (Romans 5:5). Therefore, the way to produce love is to 
remember who we are, to whom we belong, and who He is: His death, His resurrection, and His 
unity with us. We cannot remind ourselves of that without experiencing a renewed sense of His 
love and feeling gratitude to Him, for who He is, and what He has done in our lives. When that 
love begins to flow, then we are being motivated to live by His commandments; and this is 
exactly what obedience is all about. 

The same way we belong to the human race and we’re attached to earthly origins such as 
family, home, land, work, etc… we belong to heavenly roots as well by our new birth from the 
baptismal fountain and by the life of love we are called to pursue. So when we pray “let us lift 
our hearts and minds” during the liturgy, we express our longing to that desired communion with 



 

the Lord. In fact every action we undertake has one ultimate goal: to help us rise above earthly 
matters and allow our humanity to reach oneness with Christ. In this sense the Maronite liturgy 
states: “You have united O Lord your divinity with our humanity and our humanity with your 
divinity. You have assumed what is ours and you have given us what is yours for the life and 
salvation of our souls…” 

Allow me to share with you five insights that will help us better understand love as described by 
Jesus himself. 

1. He sets The STANDARD of Love: how disposed are we to allow the Holy Spirit to work 
within us? 

2. The TEST of Love. He kept the command of the Father: “There is no greater love than 
to lay down one's life for one's friends (Jn 15:13). He passed the test; what about us?  

3. The ULTIMATE EXAMPLE of Love: A traveler fell into a deep pit and couldn’t get out. 
Several people came along and saw him struggling in the pit.  
The sensitive person said, "I feel for you down there”; but didn’t help him out. 
The reflective person said, "it’s logical that as long as there are pits someone would fall 
into one;" he help him out either. 
The artistic person said, "I can give you some ideas on how to decorate your pit;" but 
didn’t help him out as well. 
The judgmental person said, "only bad people fall into a pit;" He didn’t help him out 
either.  
The curious person asked, "how did you fall into the pit?" He walked away scratching his 
head. 
The perfectionist said, "I believe you deserve your pit;" and left him in the pit. 
The self-righteous person said, "you should have seen the pit;" and walked away. 
No one helped him out of the pit.  
But Jesus, seeing the man in the pit, took him by the hand and lifted him out of 
there.  

4. There are no boundaries for love. Jesus’ love had no limits. Thus should ours be 
since it it’s generated by the Holy Spirit who dwells within us.  

5. The APPLICATION of Love. Jesus lived out His love by touching people lives. He could 
not resist reaching out, helping a person in need, spreading love all over the places. 
This, I believe, is what Caritas is or should be all about. What good do we do if our 
actions are motivated by mere humanitarian reasons? Was not for all those “little ones” 
that Jesus endured all the sufferings? Are we living Jesus’ love unconditionally with all 
people we encounter? This is a time to go back to our Christian roots; the roots 
immersed in the love of God that is manifested in the love of one another. This is the 
soul of our mission when we conduct acts of love in different areas of the world without 
any discrimination. I hope this assembly will help us rejuvenate our work to make it look 
more like Jesus’ doings, so our mission will be truly fulfilled on behalf of the universal 
Church.  



 

Prayer: 

Lord, give us the courage to retreat to that place where we can uncover our identity in Christ--
that we are loved with an everlasting love, filled with Your Spirit, and able to obey your 
commands and living them out as we conduct our mission next to all those who need a loving 
touch similar to yours. Amen! 


